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Booking for the 19 nights’
iperformances during the Fourth
'Taternational Festival of Light
'Opera. has been so ‘heavy that it
‘seemg & safe forecast that the
‘house ‘will cnce more be sold out,
' Although -there are still -some
.seats for some shows, demand is
iincreasinz daily and the staff at
‘tho Festival Booking Office - on

'"The Mal] arg under heavy pres-,
A feature of the booking

[sure, |
‘this yvear has teen the vastly in-
‘oreased demand from sources
outside the country. Iven from
ias far away as the U.S.A. have
‘come reguests for reservations.
'and the Festival now seems to be
'well on its way to attaining its
objective of becoming one of the
‘cou'ntry's greatest tourist atiract-
jons in the autumn,

I The accepta?nce'by the British
land American Ambassadors of
Jinvitations to attend the opening

. ‘performance js another indication

of the growing prestige and im-
portance of this unique event.
The Waterford project is the only
competitive Lizht Opera Festival
‘in the world, and the efforts of
.the organisers to add something
‘new each year ensures & fresh-
'ness of a&peal, which should
.guarantee its continued guccess.
i There will he, in a sense, two
o%enmgs this year. To-night
(‘Thursday), the Waterford

+Grand Opera Scciety present &

- “Maritana.”

o

commemorative performance of
Because this is mot
‘part of the competitive portion
of the Festival. .the actual official
opening ‘will not take place until
the following nizht, when the
‘Minister for Transvorf. .and
Power, Mr, Erskine Childers, will
officiate, However, to signalise
the occasion, His Worship the

jMayor and Deputy T. Lynch will Aiiee - ol ST
speak to the “Maritans” audience'G’lbe‘ t and Sullivan work, *Yeo- Miss Ma

on Wallace—his life and works—!

before the curtain goes up.
OFF-BEAT MUSICAL,

There could hardly have been
4 more appropriate

than “The Heart's A-Wonder.”
It's off-beat, it's Irish, and it is
hopeq to have one of the co-
janthors present. The Society—
the Mullingay Choral Society—
:need no recommendation, They
thave been associated with so
many successes, that there can

their versatility, and this first-
nizht audience can' be assured of
12 grand night’s entertainment.
: This will be Mullingar's first visit
to the Festival, and they are tak-
ing the honour of opening the
.broceedings very seriously in-
deed.. Behind the scenes, they
have first-class and talented men-
tors, and this could be a show to
remember, in spite of its seeming
Jimitations in the vocal aspect.

From the home of the Inter-
national Eisteddfod come Satur-
day’s performers. These magnifi-
cent singers from North Wales
have chosen the ever-popular
“Arcadians” for their production,
and this is & show of everlastin:
appeal when it is done well
Azain, Llangollen (pronounced
1 ‘Clangotlen”) are newcomers to
i1the estival, but ‘they could
hardly fail to be above-averaze,
jeensidering their environment.
There is every confidence they
will become every bit as popular

{0 bring the Dublin Grand Opera

producti(ullan thas... ha\fe ])lE‘llt,? of
with which to open ‘the Festiva]l!2Dd ave excellently

be no doubt of their ability orl

a creaking board, and a reslless
audience. . Yet, many re3ular
attendants consider that they did
more than e¢ndugzh to ktecome the
first holders of the Swift Shigld,
for the best choral performance,
and. that in spite of the fact that
the winners, Clydach, yeaily sany
magznificently in ithe “Gipsy
Baren.” - = :

Clydach are also coming back
this year, with g reaily new show,
as far as Watertord aud.ences are
concerned, They will play “Vik-
toria and Her Hussar,” which will
he produced for the first time on
the Theatre Royal staze. 'This
show lacks: the opportunitiss for
choral distinetion that Clydach's |

revious efforts have offered and §
(the stress will be more ca in-
idividual perfcrmance. Bui they
will have a really magaifcent
soorally n Aplta Marv.a, who
looks like being a future star of
the operatic world, Returaing
with the Society avill be that bril-
liang . youn:zy conductcs, Clive
John, who has won the affecticn
of Festival audiences in the pre-
vicus two years, I :

t -FIRST FROM DUBLIN, .
It is surprising that there has
not been much interest expressed
in the Festival by the Dublin
light opera zroups, A couplz of
years back, vnere was a mentica
that the famous Rathmines and
Rathzar Scciety mnight be com-
inz, but this fell throuzh., And,
of ccurse, there have been a
couple of abortive arranzements

Society here to perform “Mari-
tana” durnz {he Festival. But.
this year, there will be represant- ;
ation from the Capital. They I3
are St. Gabriel's, who preseat the °

ry Connolly, Stage
men of the Guard.”
Argus Youth Cilub and are, of.
course, still young enough to be
ent«hu‘SiaStiC. They are a comn- Dl’eht}’- little piece “Tho Ginsy
paratively mew society, but, for princess” and were underestim-

talent ated by evervone. They scored

organised. g huae success, picked up a share
They have been rehearsing -e€x- of the trophies and are coming

tremely hard for the last few pack this vear with the more
months and are very conscious difficult  “Pink Champagne.”
that the first representatives jeestival audiences have long
from Dublin must maxe a big memories and thai’s why next
impression. They play on Tues- Thursdav's house was one of the
day next. ﬁrstt_rto_ bet"booked ?ut.l“ . It is.
On + revious eveninr, there|8ratifying to see an Irish Socletv
wicl)[nbghg I:’ep%:t Sperfonn?lmt:e {)f capturing some of the glamour
“Maritana.” because of the factiWhich generally atlaches to over-
that one of the competing|Seas .v331t?1's. bui g:nms nr’ovc,d
societies was forced to withdraw l:s.t k,\_pm dtllxat’ Thg Vé_ests
due to circumstances beycnd their [2FARE. BRA HEVE  Jaade  Lhem-
control. Then, on Wednesday|Selves firm favouriies.
nizht, is the Celehrity Concert, On Friday, there will he a new\
this year featuringz that vastlylsociely in a show ncw to Water-
rpopular tenor, Kenneth MeDon-|tord audiences. —From * Bedford
ald, as well as soprano, Lucillejcomes the Sharnbreok and Nonrth

Graeme, and baritone. Jeffivey|Bediordshire Society \‘.-‘itj\, the
and Waterford's own inimitable{not ’_tno well-known Lisbon
Frank Ryan. who seems to be im- Story. This has a modern

year that|theme and there are some hower-
passes. Of course, there willlful scenes especially in the lasi
again be a readerinz by that ack when. as bombs crash down
fabulous Festival orchestra, who!oOutside. there is a_heart-filling
achieve the impossible in carry- rendition of "Les Marseillaise.

ine throuzh the whole arduous | £hose who remember the Tauber
prczramme. This year, however, ;fim of (he story and the catehy.
somethinz new has been added,| pedro the Fisherman™ {heme
and there will be a complete con- ! Yill recall how enjorable a show
trast supplied by the appearance e e gt
cf the Royal Showkand. Water- quul‘.i ‘b? "‘k.{m 4 aootd £ 0‘“‘1’“-
ford’s superb contribution to the (;;gl . l)))i:’(qlorés m,,’,%m,’)llf‘dmt’,l o ;z}s
“beat” weneration amd recozniseq SO DO i, EY

proving with every

as their nredecessors from North
| Wales—the talenfed Rhos Aelwyd
jgroup, who are this year givingz
'us “Carousel” for the -final per-
formance, The latter had every-
thing against them when they
produced “The Gondoliers” last
vear, Thunderstorms and dis-
ruption of the ligliting,' a near-
'panic in the balcony

ecause ofito Waterford last year with theih highlight of the Festival.

: . -4 one of the most talented societ-
as one of the finest showbands M jes”in the English Midlands. The |

Allen Award, they have bean a jycky in their English enirants.’
huge success where ever theyiidle and Thackley and Leeds
have played, and they' will' cer~ haye kepy the flag of their
tainly live up to ghe “ceiebrity” in |country flying very high and
Celebrity Concert. Shm-u?\rookl dm‘ebl cx;})ectcd l{\
some knowledzeable observers to

PINK CHAMPAGNE, do even better than those two

, hizhly talented @roups. I so,
The Ennis Franciscans came|“Lisbon Story” could be the|
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.lie, who scored such a success in:
-“Brigadoon.”

rewardinz it th

Slucces

i

All-Ircland tickews were scarce tickets for the Carnival Dance,
which will feature two of Ire-
land’'s most popular bhands,
the Maurice Mulcahy Orchestra
and the Royal Showband.,
cause suppers will be served, the
number of tickets will be strictly
limited -and . the demand is ex-
pected to be very high, This will

lasl week-end, but - tickets
“South Pacific”
available around Waterford. It's
no secret that the house could
have been booked twice over for
this perimrmance and demands
for accommodation are still
pouring in. This is Idle and’
Thackley's third appearance on
this stage and, on each occas-’
ion, they have scored a resound-:
ing success. This is a complete
change from last year's present-
ation of “The Student Prince":
and it is good to see back in the
cast, the irrepressible Dave Les-

fm'{

!

Gendros Catholic A.0.8. are

an unique group, because they
were formed specially to enter
the Festival. Last vear, they

produced the “Desert Song” and
[ew in the audience realised
that, for most of the cast, it was
their first time on a theatre.
staze. They will be back on
Sunday week with more exper-
ience and confidence and a.

Vagabond King." It will be in-!
teresting to see how their exper-:
ience last year has benefitted |
em.

Space forbids a review of thej
shows In the second week of the,
Festival, but this will be remed-
ied in the next edition. i

~ Apart from the operas, there
iIs again a full pregramme of
fringe attractions, 'but the most
appealing are towards the end of
the period, when the highly-pop-
ular Barbecue (September 21st

in the Military Barracks) and
the Donkey Derby (September

23rd  on Tramore Racecourse!
take place. Bub there will be
an unprecedented demand for
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are even lessi

the 'Waterford International Festival of
St. Gab- Light Opcra Cemmittee, receiving a selection of “Revion” cosmetics, value 20 guineas, on behalf of
riel's are atlached to the Mounb the gommittee, from Mr. P. Delaney, M.P.S.I.. Johnstown, for presentation to the selected Festival
Queen, to be chosen during the Festival dance at the Olympia Ballyroom.

ection "of the Festival
who will be chosen from the
winners of almost a score of eli-
minating heats held in ballrooms
all over the South.

Best
however, should be in the Fes-
tival Club, which, this year, will
be in the Old Library Building
in Lady Lane. This h
perfect facilities for a social
club and it will be an ideal op-
portunity fo;
meel the artistes and. organisers.
Particulars of membership can
be obtained from the Festival
Office on the Mall :

more appealinz vehicle in “The —

Co_lour. black and white wash,
Subjects suitable for exams.

PR -"-'Ffiday,~,7th September, 1962_

ul Festival

' s ~VoE

-

e phe.
e s @ .
e B

Seats Still
Available '

+ A number of seatsg are still
available for several snows,

“The Gypsy Baron,” which will
be preesnted by the Lulzan O9ur-
atic Society cn Sepltmber 9;
“£.nk Champa3jne,” by the Ennis
Musical Sociely cn September 13,
and South Pacific,” by the Idle
and Thackley A.O. & D.S, on
- Septemaer 15, are ncw fully book-
ed out.

: . Intendinz patrons are stronily
y: ‘advised to rook for the shcws of
&: thelr cholce, as it now seems c¢i-
ta.n that the enlire Festival will
be booked out within the next few
days.
: A hizhlizht of the “fringze” at-
. tractionsg which are run i{n con-
" Jjuncticn with the Festival, will ke
thz Grand Carmnial Dance in the
Clympia Balircom on Wednesday,
112th  September. Maurice Mul-
cahy and his Orchestra have been
enzazed for this event, hut a
spec.al feature wiil be 3 zuest 22-
pearance of the Royal Showband
from 12 to 1 o'clock. The Shoy
bangd have bery kindly garecd (»
gucst 20 this function, at con-
Sderakble difficulty te themselves,
‘Thzy have had to cancel several
enzazements, includinz & num-
ber of cross-Channel appear-
ances, and the Festival Commit-
tee ara deeply arateful far the
Showbiand's co-operation in sup-
portinz the Festival. |
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be held in the Olympia Ballroom | - WATERFORD
on Wednesday next and a most |
attractive feature will be the sel- 'PHONE: %339,

Queen,
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enfertainment™ of all,

as almost

for the patrons to

We operate a grade A service

, Cars delivered to:
ROSSLARE, CORK, DUBLIN or

DRAWING AND DESIGN
(Geometrical and Freehand)

| Evening

ARTS AND CRAFTS,
Main Street, Tramore. . .

SHANNON AIRPORT

Bolands Car Hire

23a, THE QUAY,

WATERFORD.
'Phone: 5308,

classes arranged.
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