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(INTERNATIONAL LIGHT OPERA
FESTIVAL OFFICIALLY OPENED

FIRST GROUP OF VISITORS
ALREADY RECEIVED

City 'Lavishly Be-Flagged

MAYOR AND ' CORPORATIONS CIVIC WDLCOME
TO MINISTER

ATERFORD to-day is truly a festive city.
that romantic, light-hearted composer,
Wallace, will, for the next ten days, be a city of music and mer

riment, as the First International Festival of Light Opera to be
And as the people

staged here prcgresses cn its happy way.
8athered in the city for the Festival, visitors and performers: alike,
as weli as the lccals, stroll through our principal thoroughfares,
they cannat fail to be struck by the ‘lavish and artistic decorations
which have been erected to mark the holding of this lmportant
cultural event. -
opg?;et t(}n-dav fegft, of light- Zgrio‘us commnteos for .their
ratic fare o’ which ovi usiasm and ses
tnousand ar:.lstes fx-o?ne1 .?r:}i.cENIREMOF TDUHISMEGULTURE
country, es and the Six- 9
Count)es will contribute, was cfﬂ-iﬁ‘,ﬁ”‘é@ﬂe‘rgf txgga.risfﬂvlallfssm \'.hﬁaﬁ
cially declared open veste"d:u event was to make Waterford thc
(Thurs.) evening oy tlie l\dl {centre of tourism and culture,
ter -for Education, Dr. P, il (ferring to the city’s musical b1ck
lary, with the hoisting of "}.elgmund he said that. af the age oI
Feslival Flag over the City Hall. |25 DE remembered the famou
Tull T ort of the pr i tviolinis Jan. uoelek, vistin
A ep i proceedings | Waterford, 'to which another: dis:
and of the civic recepuion accovd- (tinguisned visitor was he late!

ed by.the Mavor ¢Ald, R. Jonas) jJohn Coung Mcca mack
ztmd the (,?fpmat n to the Minis- PREPARED WORK FOR
er, as well as the celebrity con-|  ooneinuing One Sas that strik-|

cert which fotlowed the opening | n

ceremony, wul pe cnlned m our ‘ﬁnngcfgeuﬂr.g?a?cg; Ylsgelﬁ‘l;g {)“p'é);‘a
later editions to-dey {Company, under tnoe famous im-:
HOPE AND OPFUKTUNITY TO pressaric, Sir Augustus Harris, The

Addr YOUNG SINGEKS l;? hx;:ny hagaplagcdaﬁe't% 101 1E;n-e
esSing B al e ar
& erowdea audience g with the exception '

in tne Theacre Royal av tne ome- o
ial opening, the M:mster 10 rdu- ff 15}'1101?:{1)6‘-
caupn stated tnav Ireland nad  ‘The, International Festival szid’
never been short of beautiful’ &he Mayor, was m%iﬂﬁt vcdnbun‘e of
voices, bul 10 was equally true Whe local organisation, and it had
whac the :Guntry a‘:adqugex{ “:cg; L the cgrmarks of being a.huge
pOOr In  Operadc orghmbations §“°°°" ey anuab °°"g'%°“é"";§
wag any moyvemens. 1o supp.

want, must dring hope-and

Mc:am. the famous

Q)
v had "beople. pre; ared
|to work l’or the .good: gfv&*é’rmm
< angszoﬁnnauslcr gkx; n<‘>:chln L
'1hey were 2il filled, he Said' President of the Fesolval WO
witn zdmirason Ior the peopie like to thank, he said, the heusm%};g
who had made thig Internacnonal people of Waterford and the gen-
resvival possible. ‘ihe nard work éral pubuc who had subscribed to
tne disappointments and nerve- the undertaking and wi h°‘h nd de

. . oorat ed their premises, he
wracking experiences - of orgenis- Jiip oS he \vculd extend a henn.y

ing = festival of this nature. had ‘cead mue faili
to be experienced to be appreclal-  ENT uSmsﬂc EFFORT.
e«:l.n It msh:glglmgg‘e :?:‘:haltegm- "\rhhl: the Festival, when
sehse /

Lrebs dui.rg goo8 for toe oty and will have run its full course on

The birth-place of
Wwilliam  Vincent

El]‘

CENTENARY . YEAR.

Dr. P. Hillary, Minister for Education, hoisting the
Flag at the opening of the Fe‘stivavl at the City Hall.

perl‘orm ourmg the.entire period
ified success, we have no doubt of ‘the -Festival These .are:
At the time of writing, the Festival Director. Mr. ‘George
‘Theatre Royal where the varichs Goodfellow AGsistant Directos,
Iworks will' be staged, is complei- oseph O Regan; chairman,
iely booked out for the first thee lCounclllor Wwilliam Carroll; Pra-
nights, and only a few seats are ‘sident. Ald, R. Jones (who Wil ‘ac-
available for the remainder. of tie cord a civic .welcome to.'all the
Ir‘estivnl ¥1smn8 soci;tiles ef?chﬂ%ay)milimn

Because members of .all the|lreasurer 3 on! ne;
iyarious committees ha?/e put mw i Chairman, - Publicity Commmec
1t venture, a wealth V. Kavanagh; joini’ hon. sec:

his £5,000
ienthusiastic cffort, there can 5e retazies, Messrs. L. Doody and M.

no cause for anxiety that a hitch | BrOWne.
of any kind will arise. Smooth, VALUABLE BASH PRIlES AND
sailing  should be * the order' . ROPHIES,
throughout the entire period. "o The Festwa.l is being, h d on
give.an. Jdga the {remendous. competitive En!i
amount. ‘intused ‘mto lh(.,valuablcda‘.s,
‘planning’ and actua.l ‘staging -of are to be won.
the Fesr,wa\ and of the manncr ;round: performance there has

Sundav weelk, will be an ungusli-

l

as{in which it will um, it: should be'been donated bv:Waterford Glass;

mentioned that spec! commit- Ltd., g magnificlent presenfation:
tees to look after the followinyz piece of Waterford Glass, For ihy
details have been ‘on their toes’ best male and: temale perfor:
for many weeks past: accommod-;ances_and the best performances,
aticn: advertising, finance andiby Irish and overseas  so-'
programme;, reception for vis , handsome-, cups have

ing companies; transport; pu ented.

Ilc%ty In add:tion all the mﬂm—l PRDEESSIONAL ORGHESTRA.

tibers of the Executive committee; The adjudicator js Miss Lelia,
(Continued on page 2)

ihave then own special duties to!

eties,

101 MUSIC.

5 "UMARITANA"

Dr. Hiliary went on to say that|
the people should not think that
because it was light opera the
various societies taking part in
the Festival were presenting, it!
‘was any the less a great art. The
competing companies would pre-
sent a wongaerful selection belore
ithe public, put he would' like to
have seen “Maritana’ on the pro-i -
gramme. _Iis composer, William
Vincent Wallace,. was born in
‘Waterford ang its melodies had
an appeal for them all; not unlike
'Mom'es melodies.

OPERA IN IRISH

Recallmg that Balfe’s “Bohe-].
mian Girl” haq been edited re-|
cently and presented in the Dom-;
inican Convent in Dublin in the -
Irish language, the Minister said
he hoped that when next year’s,
Festival in Waterford came on,’
an opera in Irish would be includ-
ed on the programme.

BUSIN\ESS PEOPLE il)lND PUBLIC

ANKE|
" Councillor Will Carro!
Chairman of the Festival Ex-
eccutive, thanked. the usiness

le and general public for their
R support. He recalled_that

At Garden Fete at Curraghmare, i
The idea of the Festival was moot-

R. :Wade, Mrs, Langley, Mrs. R. R

ATTENDED CURRAGHMORE FETE

Lieut.-colonel G. W. Rt
R. Dawnay, Mr. |

n aid of R.N,L.I, Group taken at above ar
ussell, Lady Norah Wingfield, Lady Waterford, Mrs.

“ed 15 months ago. any dis-
appointments hal been exper-

AN AUCTION OF

had now reached the great culmin-

TO REMAIN OPEN UNTIL

SHon Of (Bs Mmembers of the o INTEREST
fone™ ot “Witertord's ~ best-known AFRTFR MIDNICHT - e
I



WATERFORD IN FESTIVE MOOD

(Continued. from pase 1)

Mackinlay, London; Mr. Stanleystaged when the opposng teams

musical director
and Mr. John MacNamara, the
stage director. From emong {he
leading musicians in the country
has been augmented a first-class

Bowyer, is the

professional orchestra,
ils of the various works m!

Deta
be presented appear
separate heading elsewhere on

under a’

will be the famous Wolfhounds
and a Waterpark Selected. Five
French internationals, A. R
Smith, E. A. Davies, P, Danos, D.
Main, and M. Celaya, will play
for the Wolfhounds.
FESTIVAL HALL.

To provide a , meeting place

during day time for the visitors,

this page. ya Festival Hall has been openad
SHOP WINDOW DISPLAYS. ‘and the Committee Room of the

Apart from the musical sids.
there are other attractions plan-
ned in conjunction with the Festi-
val, social and sporting events;
shop window displays: trade de-
monstrations;. scenic tours and
visits to factories for the competi-

City Hall has been put at the dis-
posal of the Executive Committee
or  light  refreshments, The
Mayor's offices have also been ot-
fered to the organisers as theiv
headquarters.

Each night the Theatre Royal

tors and fashion displays featur-will be statfed by members of the

ing well-known Dublin manne- :Festival

quins.
The Executive commititee re

Ccommittee  under the
idirection of Mr. J. O'Regan and
Mr. Alec Sweeney.

siwelcome, Collr. ‘I, Gallagher saiq

¥
R

Co. -Council; Mr.. Eric Power,
1Chairman, Tramore Town Com-
| missioners and representatives of
|tne business, commercial and cul-
tural life of the city, as well as a
:number of city clergy and mem-

‘bers of educational establish-
ments.
i - Proposing  the resolution of

the deparument over which Dr.
{Hillary presided was one of the
!

_citizens  of ‘Waterford he had

great pleasure in weicoming the .

Minis.c' to Waterford and wish-
ed hium every success in Tunning
tae attairs of his department.

| FIRST OFFIGIAL VISIT _

{ Speaking to the resolution
which was seconded in Irish by
Collr. S, Furlong, "Ald. Jones
pointed out that this was_ the
IMxmsLer'g first official wisit to
waterford.

+_The Mayor went on to say that
;Dr. Hillary had distinguished
himself in his profession before

ceived the full support of shop- SOUVENIR PROGRAMME AND, he assumed public office. The de-

keepers, who have arranged at-|

tractive window displays and will

also offer at specially

prices, a wide range of goods.
FESTIVAL BALL.

The highlight on the socinl
side will be the Festival Ball on
Wednesdap night next, The
venue for this dress functicn will
be the commodious
ballroom ir Parmell St.  Hours
of dancing will be from 10 p.m. to
4 a.m. and providing the music
will be: the well-known . orchestra
of Chick Smith. It will be at-
tended by members of the com-
peting societies, and
Imokilly Choral Society who w.ll
present earlier that night the
“Desert Song” will appear in
their stage costumes.

RUGBY CLASSIC.

‘On Thursday next (6.15 p.m.)

at the Xilcohan Park soccer

grounds, g rugby classic will he:

TO-DAY’S WORLD 10" berfomers.

NEWS

Mr. Nehru told Parliament in
Delh! to-day that he had received

a new note from China accusing:

India of some aggression on the
/ndo-China frontier. He said the
note referred to some places about
which the Indian Government had
no information, as they had_ no
representative there. These places
were between sixteen and seven-
teen thousand fect above sea level
without trees, grass, or any living
thing, and.were very cold,

The situation in Calcutta to-day

is quiet after vesterday’s disturb- -

ances, in which at least ten people
were killed, 5

ready pleaded guilly to the first
four charges- mentioned above.
WARNING TO DEFENDANT
The Justice said that in view of
what had been submitted by the
doctor concerning McBride. he

POSTCARDS.
‘A special 84-page ~ souvenir
and pictures of lastine .interest,
will be on sale and also available
will be special Festival postcards.
Mounted with the Festival cresi
and giving views of Waterford,
these were designed by Mr, R.

Olympia Doupe. Art Master, Newiown and

Bishop Foay Schaols,
_ecuted all the art work used for
ipublicity purposes.

A feature of the venture will be’

the special tours of the local in-
!dustries, places of historical n-

the: lerest in the citv and county and;

‘scenjc excursions, for the visit-

' OIS, i .
SECONDARY SCHOOL

[ SOCIETY.

One of the main attractions of
the Festival should be the visit of
the Fishguard County Secoencary
School Operatic Society which
{will present on Friday night next
Consisting of
whose  -nges
18 years. this

runge {rom 14 to
will bhe fﬂm bu:,viest
‘group takine part.
.-g P BAND RECITALS.

The Festival closes on Sunday
~week the ceremony lo ba per-

formed hy Mr. Brendan O'Regan.

chairman, Bord Failte Eireann.
On the following morning,  the
Carmaethen and  Tredegar
societies from Wales will march
from the Manor St. railway
stalion to the North station zac-
companied by city bands.

During the entire period

the Festival, recitals - will
given by the various city
bands. :

CIVIC WELCOME
TO MINISTER

Dr. Hillary had earlier been ac-
L4 by - the
Cor- nOw.

corded a civic . reception-
Mayor and members of the

who  ex- his appomntment ang readily add-

individial
|

partment of which .he 'was the
head was not perhapg the one

reduced programme, containing features they often hearq about, bub its

' policies were nevertheless, of- vital
importance to our country. In
assuming this responsibility how-
.ever, Dr, Hillary had benefit
of the excellent qualities that
. were already manifest in * him.
‘He (Mayor) wished himr well in

ed his own voice in welcoming
him sincerely to Waterford.
The vote was then put to the
meeting ‘and passeq with acclam-
ation.
INFUSED WITH NEW LIFE
In his reply, Dr. Hillary said it
was & big honour to be so wel-
comed to Waterford, whose people
had played a very prominent part
in the cultural life of the country.
Waterford could be proud of its
traditions and he was very happy
to see evidence on all sides. that|
these traditions were being in-
fused with new life.

i TRIBUTE TO GREAT
i WATERFORD MEN
v In matiers of culture, the
country was studded with the
names of great Waterford people,
said the Minister. He went on:-
“Of your great patriots, two_ at
least were famedq ag outstanding
orators, Thomas Francis Meagher
and Richard Lalor Sheel. The
writings of ¥r. Luke Wadding are’
still referred to after 300 years by
historians. Two at least of our
historians who helped keep alive

of interest in our past were from
pe city—Maurice Lenihan and Dr,

Charles Smith. Work in keeping
lalive a pride in our heritage was
thelped in another sphere by other
isons of Waterford. Among the
'many Waterford _ ple whose
struggle for the Irish language in-
the early days are finding success '
Waterford hag. been very

would be disinclined to send ‘de- poration in their robes of office,in helpful in. the revival of the lan-
fendant to jail. He would accord- & packed Gouncil Chamber of the guage but one man who stgod: out

ingly adjourn the further hearing

of the charges for four weeks.

warning
the -medntime it would
serious for him
should be

good the loss of  £38/8/2%
was still outstanding.

M, be, defend- Paule
ant that if he puts a foot, wrong in gla.berfcrd and Lismore;

very

. said something Board; Mr. ¢
done about making ing Mr, J. Lodge, President of:the day.” -
. which Chamber of Commerce; . Mr. M.

- Morrissey, Chairman, Waterford

ity o

assin, Chairman,

Tha ‘nvited grests in- 1
cluded Right Relx;‘ llsg gCecll ]de cgn&rgt gfgmhig.hgﬂsé g;'i‘l;)’\i’rég&e&
, O . W ;
T S oy E.m ; this direction must be -credifed
Harbour with achieving what had. been
P.. Breen. remresent- achieved for the language to-

much more than others in the

(Gontinued on page five) \

-
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e e

most important in the education E
‘of our youth. On behalf of the E

i
]‘ * BELEAST TENOR WAS
i

WATERFORD IN FESTIVE
T voon. .

'(gontlnued-._%rgm page two).

Foliowing the civic welcome, the
Min.scer accompamied- by mem-
‘bers ‘of the: Festival Executive,
ho.sted the Festival Flag outsiae
the Theatre Royal in the presence|
U, naaareds 0f ¢.tizeng and visit-
ors’ who-inciudéd mempers of the
Gwauni-cae-Gurwen Welfare Ama-
teur Choral Society, ‘Wales, dress-
.ed_in"their national costume.”
i The City Hall’ and ~Mall ~ wag
brilhun.ly illuminated and fest-
ooneg_for the occasion. Flowers
in . vae - vestibule and “in'. the
Theatre ‘itself -lent a Teal festive
feelinz to the procedings. - .

| Tt

| BRILLIANTLY ILLUMINATED
i

'

i

OUTSTANDING ARTISTE ~

Because of the civie welcome!
and opening ceremony, the cele-'y
bray concrt was delayed for about g
15 minutes. Jameg Johnston, the,
Belfast tenor, who is so well 7ré-
membered from previous wisits to
‘waterford, was the ‘outstanding
performer of the night and re-
ceived many encores, -

To the immense delight of the !
packeq audience, he sang, in fault- ¥
less style, arias from Carmen
(The Flower "Song) and The
White Horse Inn  (Goodbye) as A
well as a number of North of Ire- ;.
knd ioiksougs and Such ever- g
greens as The Gentle Maiden, My g
Maiden, My Maiden, Take a Pair n

of Sparkingz Eyes, and The Star
the Bo. Daamy o tar oL u

fl
HIGH QUALITY MUSIC
Dublinman,  Kevin Hilton, ex-jIr

RN

!ceded himszif as the ideal com-!vi

.perecomedian. Of a most pleas-isi

ing stage appearance, he kept the; se

‘audience in a most jovial inood|le
;throughout the night. C vl

:\\'hic.n was very warmly
Jfor its impeccable 1
jwas Stanley Bowyer the Festival's|P
| musical director.

1 Watertorg
(it was heard to great advantage
Iin selections from the “‘Barber of

Seville” and the new Sullivan sel-
| ection.
'ed in numbers, it made up for in.

~Lauueldr ol “vae  orchesura, jh;
applauded |}

performance,

‘comnposed  of ;&
and Dublin musicians, |sh

Wwaat the orchestra lack- o)}

{high-quality music, R‘

runder the conductorship of
Henvy, gave threg splendid items

i

i opened
tAnthem, sung in their native lan-
guage followed br a Welsh h n.

:the chorus and soloists:

J

tore) and Arwyn Rees (tenor), who
sang

g

welcome.
ied the chorus in their
costumes,
ergy for
;::“cr;;g' presents the “White Horse

m
WELSH CHORUS. wi

chorus of G.C.G. Society, f\}f

Mr. be:

The

n  true Weish fasnion. They

with the Welsh National !

Rschle” and “Land of Mine.” Boty
{ Mrs, R.
ones (soprano), Ceis Evans (bari-

a
col
Pa
La
“Home™ in  Welsh, wete m?
iven a tremendous ovation of [€C
The dancers accompan.{B€

national {Du
but reserved their en-
to-night, when the So-

o1

I ———
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THE FESTIVAL
© OPENS

the ordinary ~ news! Therc have, from the beginning,
columns of this issue carry;of course. been. the usual
full particulars about the quota of “doubting Thomases,”
opening ceremonies -of . the-but the men at the headi-of the
Watertord International Fes- Festival affairs did not allow
tival of Light Opera, which:themselves at any time to be de-
began last night.(Thursday), terred by the dreary prognestica-
there is no need for e .to tions of these people, and event-
make further mention here.iually they infected all concerned
with the bookable -portions.of;with their own enthusiasm. The
the Th(i;tre’:sotl? (:u_t in atg’result, is now apparent to all,
vance, the Festival s an as*| popgre passing from the subieet,
i Srgfrensesv.:'}g o iatars 5’)‘; of the Festival, I have beenasked another company in the Olympia
e A e i i atorfory by the Director, George Good-iTheatre, Dublin. a few Wweeks azo,
e b has been the case. L€low, to point’out 1o the @ene-ji proved a two-week “packer” at
that such has *.ral public that -visiting arbistes ihe Dame Street house.
from Ireland and Wales, “willl"'This, of course, is the play that
wear a distinguishing coat-badge e Abbey Theatre turned down
of green ribbon under the Festi-'griginally, with a suggestion that
val c{f‘?f" a“ds t'}bllat tcmx‘:‘;}{lg 1g°e there be alterations. rHowev(}:]r,
. ion everytiung possible to 1 b e Listowel Group which won the
*;lésfggﬁg;% ﬁ:efggu:tr%gg% wearers of these badges welcorie mairy bt ah TAtbtone Avith.
;t‘ wallmost three monthsppastfto Waterford. “Sive” was given a week at the:
vith a total of seven committees: TFestival workers —themselves Abbey (some say wpthit,hq int?n;.
neeting almost nightly, there has will wear the Festival badge withltion ‘of providing vind cation fo

FESTIVAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

by C.VK.

yheen a one hundreg per cent, at- ved ribbon underneath, and’ the
‘tendance recorded at e€ach, . ‘At general public can - purchase
ane meeting last week, there was 2estival badges at 2/6 cach, There
an attendance of almost fifty com- are no pnvileges attached o
mitiee membpers: jthese bacdges, however, and they
Cm merely mark wearers as_support-
crs of .this great theatrical erfort.

ABBEY MISSED
A WINNER -

That the success which attend-
ed the production of John 3
Keanes play, “Sive,” at the ‘Ab-,
bey Theatre, Dublin, vecently, was
‘no mere fiuke, is borne out by the
ifact that when xe-presented Db}

TINCE

>

i

The promotion of this Festival
was seen one of the greatest ef-
orts of organisation ever accom-
lishea here, and it may be of. in-

Front row from left): Messrs. M. P. Browne, Joint General Secretary; J. C'Regan, Assistant Festival
I()ire'ctor; Councillor Willianf Carroll, Chairman; G.Goodfellow, Director; Mrs. Josephine Moylan!
Back Tow (from left): Messrs. R. O. Milne, Hon. Secrztary; J. P. Conway, Secretary, Finance Committee;|
C. V. Kavanagh, Chairman, Publicity Committee; alex Sweeney, T. Moylan, Chairman, Transport
Committee L. Doodv, Joint Hon. Sec.; and John McNamara, Stage Director.

Zahjnost. unanimous-praise from the
'eritics on both sides of the Ghan-

that theatre was packeda nightly—

a somewhat rare treat 1or our

national theatre—and two weeks

ago the olympia.h'gacked them in
ts.

the Abbey was right or the public
vious enjoyment and appreciation

1 Theatre

‘From what I hear, both proved

{the English baritone, was such an

l"oklahoma." production will be as

they Abbey directors), and in:
steagl of doing that, 1t evoked

During-its run at the Abbey,

for fourteen nig
The question now is whether

wrong! If packed houses and ob-|.
count, ‘then .the Abbey made a
bad mistake in not keeping “Sive”
(which, T understand, never got
bevond the readers, and was re-
jected by the directors on their
recommendation). :
. ‘At any rate, Waterford aud-
iences will be given an opportun-
itv of ju(}gxm? for themselves dur-
the ‘course of the next couple of
months, for the Smith School of
Acting wil be presenting a six-day
run of the play in the Municipal

{not” in the Theatre
ﬁoy?l, as Tumoured in some quar-

TS).

DE LA SALLE
PRINCIPALS

Fintan Corish, the “Wexford
baritone, and Ann Cosgrove, the
Dundalk soprano, who will be
playing the roles of Curly and
Laurie, respectively, in the De.La
Salle production of *“Oklahoma”
at the Waterford Festival on
Tuezday, 8th September, were in
Waterford last Sunday for a re-
hearsal in the Theatre Royal.

‘eminently satisfactory, and the
committee in charge of the pro-
duction are well pleased with the
choice. :
Mr. Corish, wi*o is'an oil com-
pany official in Dublin, is brother
of Mr, Brendan Corish, T'D., and
is, I understand, his voice apart,
an admirable choice for the zole
of Curly, in which John Harvey,

outstandinz success (in the orig-
ina] Waterforg production.

Miss Cosgrove, will alse be ap-
pearing with the Dundalk Musical
Society in their production of
“The Student Prince” at the Fes-
tival, on Sunday nighff next, and
I am told she is equally at home
in either role.

All the other principals in the

Before.

WEHDNDINGC !

R DI/ RIARTER
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| WATERFORD

FESTIVAL BALL

'ENJOYABLE FUNCTION
AT. OLYMPIA BALLRGOM

In conjunction with Waterford's
International Festival of Light
Upera, a Ball was held in the

i Oiympia Ballrcom ocn Wednes-

day night, |

Although the - attendance. at
about 450, was not ag big as an-
ticipated (it had been stated
that cver 200 tickets had been
soin in a2dvance), the functien
was maost enjoyable.

Music for dancinz was provided
by the band of trumpetex: Chick
Smith. A highlizht of the night
was the -delightful singingz “of
' Ronnie Howes. The supper was
in the capable handg of Messrs.
Carroll’s, Waterford, and Messrs.
Gallwey s, do., provided the wines.
] THE ATTENDANCE,

Among the attendance were:
The Marquis of Waterford: the.
Mayor of Waterford (Ald. ichtu'd
Jones) and Mrs, Jones; Mr. P,
Lalor and Miss Mary Walsh, Kll.
kenny; Mr. and ‘Mrs. Staniey
Bowyer: Mr. and Mrs, Donald Fer-
'guson; Mr. and Mrs_Frank Wright;
or, and Mrs. R, J, Street: Mr, and
Mrs, Leonard Martin, Galway: Mr,
and Mrs, IDavid Hughes, Carlow;
Mr. Andrew McDermott and Miss
,Elizabeth Weldon, do.; Mr, and
Mrs, J. P. Conway: Councmor'

I ——

“Munster Express,

pictures ¢ page nine.

'AT INTERNATIONAL LIGHT OPERA FESTIVAL

Mr. W, F. Watt, the celebrated Waterford tenor, and Presndent of the Waterford Music
Club, and Mrs.- Wendy Jacob, Secretary, do., chatting with columnist C. V. Kavanagh
" and Chairman of the PubllClty Committee of the Internationa

Light Opera Festival in Waterford, which concludes on Sunday night next.

Othe

WATERFORD
FESTIVAL BALL

(Continued from page one)

Willlam Carroll (Chairman, Water-
forq Festival Comumittee) and Mrs.
Carroll; Mr, George Goodfellow,
Festival Dhector~ Mr, J. O'Regan
tasgst. do.) and -Mrs, O'Regan;
Mr. M), Browne, Joint Hon. Scc.,
do.: Mr, and Mys, J. McNamara:
Mr. Wm Walsh, Ballinaneeshagh
Mr and Mrs, Nicholag Scanlon,
the Misses Audrey Hughes and
Margaret Appleby: Mr, P, J. Breen;
Mr. and Mrs, R, J. Phélan;  Mr,
and Mrs. P. Sweeney: My, John
A, Enright and Miss Breda Colbert,
Dublin; Miss Lelia Mackinlay,
London_ Waterford Festival Adjudi-
cator: Councillor Jameg Power;
Mr. John Lumiey (home .{rom
Pakistan) and Miss C. White; Mz,
and Mrs. S. Cummins.

Mr. Thomas Hennessy (New
Ross) and partoer: Mr, and Mre,
J. C.aney, Co, Wexford: Mr. and
Mrs, Patrick Ryan, Newrath;
Seamus O'Neill and Miss Peg Mon-
aghan; Mr. Thomas Moran and
Miss Rosanna Ryan; Mr, Thomas
Fhelan and partner: Mr, and Mrs,
Jim O'Toole, Co, Wexford; Mr.
Nolan and Miss Maura White. Car-
rick-on-Suir: Mr, Eugene Nolan
nnd Miss Eleanor Murphy. do.:
Ay, H  Preundergast. do.; Mr. and
Mrs, Ml, O'Connell,” do.; Mr. Jos.
~aperty and Miss Claire Frawley;
Mr David Rafferiy and Miss Eileen
vesmond: Mr, and Mrs, Ed, Cun-
ningham; Mr. and Mrs,_ Lce,
Dower: Mr, and Mrs. James Doyle:
Mr. and Mrs, Nicholas Kervick:
Mr. John Traynor and Miss Anne
Molloy; Mr.-~Ml, Bowe-ang Miss
Agnes Phelan; My, Janies Phelan
and ‘Miss Maura Kelly, Mallow:
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Alv, nnu Mrs, J, Codans; MY, ana
Mre, J. Wheian: Mr. Frank Heylin
and ‘-rlL% Florence Phelan; Mr.
John McDonald and Miss Helen
Dawson: Mr, P, Galvin and Miss
M. O'Connell; Mr. J. Finnegan
and Miss Anne Maher; Mr. J.
O'Donoghue, Tramore.

Mr, J, Hogan and Miss P, Grif-
fin: Mr. Patrick Power and Miss
Bernle Hamel: Mr., Rd. Mahony
ang Miss Mary Walsh, Kilkenny:
Mr, and Mrs, J, Butler Mr, J.
»igzpatrick and-  Miss Noreen
O'Boyle: Mr. and Mrs. Liam Gal-
vin; Mr, Gerry O'Sulllvan; Mr, and
Mrs, K. Dickenson: Mr, D. Kelly
and Mlss Kathleen Ware; Mr.
David Kelly and Misg Emlille Cor-
covan- Mr, and Mrs. John Keating:
Mr. and Mrs, A. Fitzgerald: Mr.
and Mrs. P. O'Neill; Mr Rd Crotty
(Dunmore) and Miss Eileen Jack-
son; My, Eugene Power (Kil-
~anden) and Miss F. O'Donoghue,
Lismore: Mr, and Mrs, T, st
riod: Mr, nnd Mrs, T, Moylan:
Mr, and Mrs. Phelan- Mr and
Mrs, *“Doc” Fltzverald Mr. and
wacs, J, #, Mulligan; Ml‘. and Mrs.
Ed. Donegan; r. and Mrs., John
>ragkev: Mrpr, and Mrs, T. P. Power:
Mr, P, Delaney and Miss Helen
raiconer; and Mrs, Ml. Byrne:
Mr. and Mrs. L. Doody and Miss
T. Pyne: Mr, Al, Power and Miss
mhary Higgin Carrick; Mr. and
Mrs, J. Cunningham and Miss J.
Kirpy: Mr, and Mrs. H, Sage and
Miss M, Sage: Mr. and Mrs. A.
Sweeney- Mr and Mrs, Rd. Byrne:

Rd. wman and Miss N,
\‘Iurphv. Mr Philip Walsb and
Aise Marv Tea
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MYy, N, RICDaras ana wuiuss wialie
Jenkins, Dublin- Mr, Patrick
O’Sullivan and Miss Helen O'Reilly;
\1:‘ and Mrs, Jack O‘Regtm Miss
May O’Regan: Mr. N, O'Regan;
Mr, and Mrs, Patrick Kavanagh:
Mr M, Morrissey and Miss Peggy
\{eCarthy' Mr, Noel Callaghan and
partner: Mr, and Mrs. Michael Cor-
bett, Cork: Mr. and Mrs. Richard
Halpln do,; Mr, S, Egan and Miss
Yackman; Miss Mary MacGoris.
Dubun Mr, . Byrne and Miss
B Keegan: Mr. B. Kehoe and Miss
R, Walsh; Mr, B, Linnane and Miss
" Keegan; etc. |
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TI-IERE are .so many interesting
‘angles frcm which one can

view and write of the Water-
ford Festival of Light Opera, now
in progress, that it is ditficult, in-
deed, to know where to begin.
The performances of the various
competing socletieg . to date have
delighted most of those who saw
them; the organjsational ma-
chine set up by the Festival
Comimttee has proved in practice
to be all it seemed in theory; the
public of Watertord has shown,
by their purchase or every avail-
able seat over a period of ten
days, that their theatrical prefer-
ence is unmistakably for Light
Opera; and, finally,-for all in-
terested parties. whether as play-
ers or audience, there has been
the unique theatrical educational
experience of hearing the per-
tormances analysed ‘(criticised. is
hardly the correct word) by an
expert whose qualifications are
bevond question. )

| In the latter connection, it
must not, for one moment. be
forgotten that this Festival is
competitive. I, am noy saying
|that I agree in principle with the
idea of a wholly competitive fes-
tival, but competitive it is. and,
therefore, those who' enter must
‘be prepareq for criticism. If, at
the end of the Festival, results
were announced without reasons
being given, the numerous critics
of the critic would be the first Lo
raise their voices with cries of
“favouritism.”

To date, I have heard all the
criticisms of the Festival Adjudi-
cator, Miss Lelia Mackinlay, and
I cannot recall one which was
not constructive or calculated to
improve performances generally.
Haq the ill-fateq "Waterford
Drama Festival, which, went the
way of all flesh in 1946, been ac-
corded th¢ support it deserved,
the theaire-going public of Water-
forq would long ago have
assimilated the festival idea, and
we would be ?wa,rmg less senti-
mental Arivel about criticism.

To illustrate what I mean, I!
quote ug follows from the Water-'
lorg Drama Festival programme,
of 1946: i

The aims and purposes of Drama
Festivals (and this, of course,:
applies equally to musical festi-'
(vals) are: -

(1) To raise individual
collective  standards of
artistic endeavour in
theatrical art; o

(2) To increase the technical
efficiency of amateur play-
ing and production; !

(3) To afford an an opportun-
ity to competinz societies
to play before an audience
other vhan one composed of
their {riends: i

(4) To enable an independent
critic to judge the merits
ang demerits of teams, ang
Lo correct faults ol tasie
and technique which they
may be unwittingly and
repeatedly committing.

and
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THE PERFORMANCES!

Having said all these things,
let me say now that, personauy,
I have enjoyed ALL pertorm-!
ances to date. ~We began on:
Thursday night of last week with'®
the celebrity concert, in which we,
hearg James Johnston, the Bel-
fast ‘tenor (now retired from t.z;ej
grofessional stage ‘and back mi

is family business in the Nonth-|
ern Capital), still in excellent;
voice, contribute a programme of!
songs, which ranged irom oper-;
atic -classics, like “On With the;
Motley,” to unaccompanied and,
(in these parts, at any rate] un:}
known). ster folk-songs. In-;
cluded, too, was one of my own.
favourite songs. “The Gentle
Majden,” beautifully sung. l

The other vocal soloist was.
Arwen Rees, of the Gwaun-Gae-!
Gurwen Society (for those inter-|
ested, the English translation of!
that Welsh nlace-name is “Valley'
of the Curlew”). His songs in-|
cluded one in his native tongue’
(every singie member of the;
society 1s Welsh-speakinz) and
one in English: the well-known
ballad, “Sincerity.”

The entire cast-of the “GCG”
Soclety contributed a number of
choral items, and received a
tremendous ovation which lasted!
for several minutes; while the.
Festival Orchestra, under the;
direction of Stanley M. Bowyer,
was heard to fine effect m.;
amongst other selections, one
from “The Gondoliers.” Finally,!
the seal was set upon a most en-
joyable evening by the presence
as comE\ere ang purveyor of fun,:
of Kevin Hikon, who performed
the well- %}1 impossible task of.
gettinF a Wateriord audience to!
participate in community singing,

L———_—_—

THE WHITE HORSE I
INN

om?nmgf. feature ::" otgnui
' Y night ol
%m%mm%m&’ ang!
tic Society, was the excel-|
have X hc::m Such M‘}‘M,
hearty rendering of the v::r

known es this popular
work. cmmnlp periormances
which stood out from aull others
in roduction

inn, w

%ed as one of
'
hcts:‘u‘ ﬂ?orumb‘og!'

h ]
fer in. ua.hr:n. of Laopold was|
Gwyn Jones, a singer with a &‘;‘.

an
were: ence
thi), Denzil Evans
Idwal Harries (Grinkle),
Jones (Ouoline), Meurig Rees,
(Sutton), and Arwyn Rees (
. Sadie Middieton in the
minor role gg ot;“?mufz?\:&d
special mention by a -
cator for the excellent manner in
which she sustained her “lisp™
when singzing.
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anmmmant B

THE QUAKER CIRL |

To those of us who mmber!
among our friends members of

&zy ‘mt charitable o
, the Societ:

plot of “The Qu{k Girl” is not
without oftence, even it is a,
tuneful, and,

offering With_this reservation|

L0 say that Lurgan Operatic!
Society’s pro:l'\lxecuon of the Emile,
Lattler musical on Saturday'
2‘:‘!‘"’! mvgf mon":“?'&'ch. o
, o 3
w:s“ the a“u":'ii

best-costumed, and most happily-
cast presentlation by mw:‘g
which 1 “l:& seen In Waterd

: ence Quaker Girl,!
peﬂecu“y :sl. and a c:lehzm .l’o‘

e and car: Ethna Carbery, al-
4 Celightful as the’

most  equail
(Princess Mathllde; Vers O'Hare,:

ey
an award was that for overscas
socleties.

THE STUDENT
PRINCE

" This production by the Dun.,
'dalk Musical Sociely, on '
inight, had more than the usual
3 the facs m !he"l?:me !l
ol e -

;was taken by Wnteﬂo:d-gm

lant light tenor voice, are ndded
the atiributes of -youth and &
H

looks, SO necessary success In|
ithe role. ° -Oppos! him, a:
;x.uue.! was Ann rove, of

| classic. ging vo.ce \

'ul\n‘)'; tuneful and apdeajing,
n the final act, when she

'to prclen% her Jove for Kar

'Franz is e-:i_mi.pto\vd that

her acting ability is also sound.

{The performance Ifrom which I

an outsianding te from the
adjudicator, who bed hig
v Tauit ith & ‘n'“t?é

A wi ull w
- - Yiked Ches

ch pleasu thou

Tog. which T also found quite S¢
ceptable, did not please the ad-
 Judicator. ne
S In production, ca

for w‘?& an amount of military
movement, lmitationg of the
Theatre Royal stage were admir-
ably overcome, and production
generally was good.
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fmit I preferred John Harvey in
|u|c orjginal production, Ann
7o mvennlfo wudwel‘l‘c‘nu ‘u‘:
|Laurie, singing and acung qu

meﬁa'lwmpewnuy

OKLAHOMA.

Commentin on

night’'s  performance The only principai player
ers and Hammerstein| syoke praise go:n t ‘n)uamun-
musical by the De ;was Des Manahan, ag the pediar
Scciety, the adjudicator, Missiman All Haklm. und nis  name
Lelia Mackinlay, said the pace at Mackinlay's

gOes oOn Miss
wmeh it was hrcd was much 0o “short xm'- for an individual
slow. Am folk operas of'award.
this klagcmulmd pep, vitality,

:‘;,té"m,;‘ ey S ieved b/ CONCLUDING SHOWS
rd,

untiring re-| 7o Pri .
hau'nl of & king which amateurs ‘u"dnl h ;(, s?c:r)i &' ml
CORS ot b ex tp do. Amateur tic  Soclety of
Mackinl '““ Wales will presenting ““The

Miss
not W the | Gondollers™” 3, rmission  of

Dlanrs in uus instance, and had|y\gies Bridget

Carte), and
not accordect mcm the ml.huuu- f
te ; : fo to-morrow night (&tum-y), the

other |Carmarthen Amateur Operatic
peting soct This had fur- Society (Wales) ma® be scen in
‘hcr militated awnst & good per- | “Marilza¥ On Sunday night,
formance. the Festival oo'scludos with the
For myself, I lked Fintan! Tredegar Amateu Operatic
Cornish's acting and un;mg in the Soclety, another Wc.xh group,
role of Curly, though 1 must ag-putting on “The Gipsy Baron.’
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* FESTIVAL ‘TROPHIES PRESENTED

Group taken on the stage of the Theatre Roynl. ‘Waterford, after the presentation of the Light Opera Festival Trophies last Sumily
night. _Front row (from leit): Messrs. Josoph O’Regan (Assistant Festival Director); George Goodfellow (Festival Director); Ci
cillor T. H, Tuffin, Mayor of Tredegar (Hon Secretary of the Tredegar Amateur Operatic Society), winners of the trophy for the hsst
performance by an overseas sooiety; Mr. Geoff Johnston 0 accepted the International Trophy on behalf of Standard Telephones
and. Cables Operatic Group, : w-las. Maureen Filbin, producer of the Lurgan Operatic Society, winners of the trophy for
the best performance by an Irish Scciety; J ree (Carmarthen Amateur Operatic ‘Society), winner of the brize for the best
(emlls voice at the Festival; Councillor wllhnm ‘Carroll, Ghairman of the Festival Council. AT THE BAGK: Gouncillor James Power,
. Other; Elfred Phillips, of tha Tredegar Society, whn won the wnru'fnz the best male voice at the Festival. Ald. Richard Jones,
r of Waterfor
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 ATTENDED_ FESTIVAL BALL -

Mr. J. C. McDonald,

%ésez H, Dawscn, Miss R. Walsh, Miss |, Keekai\, Mr. B. Keosh,

Mrs. C, Ryan, N, Calianan, Miss P. Guidor, Mr. C. Ryan.

Miss B.'
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' : s w~ by C.VK
AN unfortunate and very painful eye, injury,'Eddie Foley -
sustained in. the line of duty as a committee, : 2
{member, almost brought down the curtain for me, Sums . Up “may T be permitted to pay tribute
as far as Opera Festival activities were concerned, On! groyin, neen closely associated'woring ‘s Uig , companies  who
with the organisation and running. mosg splendid entertainmeng the

3 . Later. ight, a gifted; i :
|Wednesday of last week. Later that night, a gift e o oo oSt splendia. entertainment the |

. "

lyoung Waterford surgeon-oculist postponed his’ what embarassing ¢or me, as
departure to the Festival Ball at Olympia in order toiZneaie COMmIs 10, ¢ reason,
attend to. the injury, but ruled out.attendance at the I was particulatly glad to xeceive

. - . :a note this week from my friend,
Ball or work of any kind for the following three days. Eddie Foley, doyen of the Theatre

| By _Sunday, however, he had the damaged optic in' By At taidge which i dit:

:| sufficiently good shape to allow of my seeing the final erent  circumstenges, i  might
Festival performance of “The Gipsy Baron” by the Eddie's comments: ~ =~

| Tredegar Soctery. o TR T

eary
I missed seeinz the Imokiliy '
production of “The Desert Song”| 3
on Wednesday night as a result
of this accident, but manageq to
get & one-eyed view of portion of
“Oklahoma’ by Newport on
Thursday; “The @ondoliers,” by!
Fishguard on Friday; and "Mar-‘
itza” by Carmarthen on Saturday.
“|If will be appreciated, therefore,
that for reasons stated above, re-|
views of the shows are missing;
ifrom this column, but the adjudi-|
‘icator's remarks on all perform-
lances will be found in our news
icolumns of this issue, and T crave:
{the indulgence of readers for the
omissions here.

e - .
Final Night

‘The presentation of “The Gipsy
Baron” by Tredegar on Sunga:v
night providegq a iruly gala occa-
sion in the old theatre, with every
available ineh-of the auditorium
packed as tight as the proverbial
tin of sardines. . Despite the in-
tense heat——there is an almost
complefe absence of ventilation in
the house—the capacity audience!
remained in their seats from 8§,
o'clock until half-an-hour after
midnight to hear the adjudication
of Miss Lelia Mackinlay, whom
many regarded as the star of the
Festival. It was well worth wait-
ing for, however. thovzh I am
bound to say that the speech-
makinz which preceded Miss Mag-
kinlay’s apvearance could, with
advantage, have been cut by half
,e|—Perhaps even more!’

Slip-up!

=

w

i

=3l
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One of the best comedy performances seen at Waterford Light

Opera Festival came from VERA O'HARE (above), who played

the part of Phoebe, the maid, in tke Lurgan Operatic Society’s

production of “The Quaker Girl.” The Society won the award
for the best production by an irish society.

Magnificent

IL was rather 2 bad slip-up on
somebody’s part also, that the
Festival was allowed to close with
the singing of the Welsh Naﬁonal|
Anthem (which had already been'
sunz av the end of the cperatic
performance), instead ol wath our;
own National Anthem. Here let

i

‘can sit back on their

patrons. The Festival has proven
;that ‘Waterford can do rea.ly big
things when it makes up its inind

‘and gathers together the proper |’

material, =

i "It has done something else as
Awell: it has emphasiseg tne power
2and scope of the amateur move-
ment in the theatre,” It has pro-
"v-ided an object lesson by demon-
istrating what earnestness and
.whole-hearted love of the stage
can 'accomplish when allied with
top-ranking amateur: direction
ang production,

“Wno that loves the stage and
its traditions will soon forget the
slickness of Lurgan’s ‘Quaker
Girl'; the verve, the bustle, the
virility of Newport’s ‘Oklahoma’;
and the youthiul zest of Fish-
guard’s ‘Gondoiiers’? s:And here
also. let me pay tribute to the
courage of our friends from Imo-
killy in tackling such a frighten-
ing task as the production of ‘The
Desert Song.’”

Final Tribute

In conclusion, Mr. Foley writes:
“A final tribute t¢ our kinsmen
from Wales, those strong, reliant
members of the Celtic race who
rescued their language from obliv-
ion in the short space of seventy
vears. What a gesture of appre-
ciation it would be if, in next
year's Festival programme, the
English words of ‘Land_ of My
Fathers’ could be included and
:our voices bhlend with theirs in the
:singing of their Anthem.
| “Congratulations to -all who
cave of their utmost in so success-
iully placing the name of Water-
ford on the international theatri~
cal map and gave their fellow-

feast of entertainment.”

New geas&n’s
Shows

School of Acting began readings
of John B. Keane’s “Sive,” in pre-
paration for their forthcoming
production of

are still vacancies in both male

citizens such an unforgettable -

This week, tjpupils of the Smith|E

this sensational| 8
play. T am informed that there|f

aud“fel}'nalle section, al}l]d tihat mzlzn B
, Willies, the crepe-hangers and the particularly are in short subply.) g
i ‘Those interested in joining should|§
peonkitlal dalefol peo he'ﬁ”aﬁf,c‘;’,gz write at once to Mrs, Josephine)

‘and contemplate with sadness

me say that I never tire of hear- profiund the falsity of their pro-

Moylan, Station House, Railway|g:
ing “Land of My Fathers,” which

Square, Waterford.

Singer

, ies e collapse of their;  The Drama Circle has chosen| s

n.|Weish pecple sing so magnificent- ;’,’,{;ﬁi‘ﬁ;;{“‘h&s& = {John McCann's Abbey Theatre|

211y and with such moving sincer-! “What a miracle of organization Success, °1 Know Where I'm Go-

gs |10y bub why, oh avhy, must we' The statement by the Festival that magnificent undertaking has 8" as the vehicle for their first; —
Irish be so timid avbout singing adjudicator that she would will- heen. reflecting such resounding production of the new season.|
Pgh}e: Ecldler's Sonz’'?  Croke inzly sit up all night to listen to credit to everyone concerned, Lhough the appeal of McCann's| v

p Park o

B Final Gays exceied, our Netaral Lig, SRENg volee of Tifred FrIL from its director down to the

Q. ’, v $ ed, our National ilips, who playved the title role in v st programme girl, € -

el'Anthem  seidom gets a full- '”%he Gips;’) Baron” was one which '°.‘.'1. ea‘t paog gloriousg feast—a, rqcel-vgd here, and, no doubt, this i
l‘g&atgg a‘llrmy&bestl’c is notf. per- met, with universal approval from Lucullian ba.nquet—g{ theaire for ;‘ﬁ& prove no exception to the| !

: . the ver; piece of-con- a delighted audience. Nof since al} privileged to witness it; and, o N &

. semporary Irish music, bub it is the days of his compatriot, Fiin- abox?e all?%vhat. a gathering of the , The Festival Chtorul s%clety l}as

a1 the official Anthem, -and there is toff Moore, have I heard & voice Celtic Clans, 2 lisison with our decided to_book the balcony for

— no excuse whatever for the to compare with that of Mr. kith overseas, surpassing ail the ils Opera Week in November, asl =
mumbling which so often prevails Phillips in this city. It is hard efforts of diplomat and statesman there have been many dei:man_s

1E Shaing.  Tis omission at the e Ul Lorins bonions M ye I cementing & friendship that {f oM P er- Ahmovation — his

- S _omission a e end {ruly beautiful baritone, the pro- will, I feel ¢, last while memory 1%. 3 y I
; of Sunday night's proceedings is fessional stage has not claitied sadies s o ¥ year will be the inclusion of a

plays is mainly to Dublin aud-| 2
iences, they have always been wellj ;

; endures. ) :
2> quite inexcusable. If it is argued him ere now, When he stepped: .Hammond electric organ to aug-
?E‘ghat- the Anthem was plaved be- forward to.collect the award for ment the orchestra. ‘

iTore the performance, 1 counter the best male voice at the Festi-
= IX}I‘h the aisertion .t{m_t the We]}s;h val, theladience insilsted on ]?1 sor}tg,
sel em was sung ftwice—so why from Elfred, anq cheered him to!

1not ours! © #the echo at ifs close.

. mo

i C Rehearsals will resume* on Tues-

Qb]eC? Lesson day next, 22nd Sept., in the Luke
“As a humble member of  the Wadding Hall, Lady Lane, af 8
audience” (Eddie Foley continues) p.m. ) .

]




Operatic

ndl Night

Venture Was Si
. Success

‘BORD FAILTE CHAIRMAN MAKES A PROMISE

. ford‘i"rhe'atre ‘Royal on Sunday n
n

d in this last performance, as In"all its. prei
praiseworthy efforts of the pioneer promoters were ‘crowned . with
every available piece of ‘space in the building having
nto-service to accommodate an overflow

__Signal success,
"to'be pressed int; _
highly appreciative!—audience.

Indeed, the Festival ‘was a

. tribute t‘o th?'sponsors.

' ‘In fact, we have no hesitation-in 'saying,” he said,

ight last,

" veritable triumph for all conceimed;
. and, when he performed the closing ceremony, an Bord Failte Chair-
“man, Mr, Brendan O’Rega{'l, cgid not fail ’EO- pay glt%vlving and generous
-more: he ‘gave this assurance: ’ i

e-did &8 “that 'Standard Telegraphs and:Oables

gnal |

“MOST. IMPQ
L BVENTM T et
She ‘said:’ “This~was “to ‘me’a
most important‘event because:it
is “interesting ‘' young- people - 'in
the - theafre. - -If ' 'more . youn

“Ipeople “devoted ' their -time  an

energy-to ‘things-‘like “The Gon-
doliers”- of -Fishguard; I ‘do, not

- Ithink *we would *“have ‘nearly so.

B ZITH ' the ; presentation by the Welsh Tredegar ‘Amateur
W'Operatic “Society of “The Gipsy Baron,” the first-ever’ Inter+ia:
] _national_Festiva) of Light Opera to be staged in this country, cp
or in Great Britain, was brough to a compelling ciose in the' Water- imusic! In

| its. predecessors, “the

many ‘' Teddy- ‘Boys. ‘and 'Teddy-
Girls. - ‘Thank < Heaveéns;- there
are musical = festivals where

{ldren-doenter, sing; ‘and play
nus . thig .constant -battle-
against © T.V. ~"and . ; ‘everything"
being ‘canned,’ and nobody: being
able “to' read “music any more, 1
qanndt timate ~ - the

under-es

ing—and oW cplendiq work. that is being done |,
-undertake ‘this|

in" 'schools ‘that
kind of ‘effort; " - B .

Lomments ‘by. Miss. Mackinlay:
on_ other .productions . were:

-when the -organisers begin to base further pians-on what they Sccial -Section’ Amateur: Operatic

1 - ‘have achieved, they may look confidently to Bord Failte for all l?mup, Newnport, Wales, “Okla-
. 0.

possibie ‘support.”
ANNUAL EVENT

Other awards were:

And, as a result of the initial -

jtriumph scored. the Festival will

,now bhecome an annual event—

, but, on dn even more ambitious

' scale. A hint of this was given

'by Mr, Joseph O'Regan. Assist-

rant Director, when he said:

|

i

]

i for a Drama Festival, pessibly

. on an international basis, too.”

I THE AWARDS
The announcements of

‘awards by London Adjudicator,

iMiss Leila Mackinlay, were

ipunctuated by sustained out-
jbursts of deafening applause—a

Festival will be not for ten
days but for a full two weeks.
And there is no reason why we
cannot, in ‘conjunction. with
"the Light
utilise _our Municipal Theai-e

isure indication that the audience!

jwere at one with her in her de-
: cisions,

The International Waterford
Glass Trophy (for best all-round
:performance) was won by

Standarg Telerhenes  and
Cables Oueratic Sos.ewy, New-
port, ‘'Wales for their product-
¢ lon_ of “Oklahoma” (90 per
I cent).
- The Phoenix Trophy ({~r the
best. Irish companv) went to the

Lurgan Operatic Society for
“The Quak-~r Girl" (80 . oer
cent), and the

Welsh Tredegar Amateur

Operatic Soclety ‘won 'Denny’s

Trovhy -for 'their presentation

of “The Gipsy Baron (90 per

cent). .

Miss Mack'nlay  explained
.that. although Newport and
Tredecar tied at 90 per cent
“Oklahoma” -got the Inter-
»m~tional Trophy as g perform-
-ance,

tha :

The Snowsream Trophy (for

kest female performance): Dor- .

cas Harries - as  Josepha In
 “white Horse Inn.’

i The Waterford Festival Trophy
'(for bhest male mperformance):

“I hope that next year the Joseph Corcoran-as Toni in “The )
by Dundalk | (“The Student Prince”): “Show-

Student Prince”
yMusical Society.

Producer’s Award to Mr. Fred :first act.

Bayvliss of Newport Standard

Opera _ Festival, Telephones and Cables Operatic ;ni}s)takes.

‘Society—"Oklahoma.”
i_ Director's 'Award to Mr. Thos.
iLewis 1

| Gondoliers.” )

‘Award for Best Female Voice
te Jeanne Pearse of Carmarthen
Operatic Society for her per-
formance as Maritza,

Award for ‘Best Male Voice to
Flfred  Phillips of Tredegar
Onperatic Society for his per-
formance as the Gipsy Baron.

During the adjudicationg Miss
.Mackinlay paid a special tribute
“to the Lurgan Operatic Society
whose presentation of “The
Quaker Girl" won the award for
the best Irish Company.

i She said: “It had great pep
‘and was quite the slickest of the
entire festival. They brought a

stremendous _frashnes to the
dialogue. The teamwork was
excellent. Some of the move-

‘ments were rather over-repetit-
ive. As a Sorietv thev are ad-
mirably suited to this type of
musical.”

‘Lhe ad'udicator also praised
the Fishguard Co' Secondary
Schonl Amateur Operatic Society
who had a cast of 110, their ages
ranging from 14 to 18, in “The
Gondoliers,” and whose musical
divector, Mr. Thomas G. Lewis,
got the musical directors award.

i of TFishguard Secondary 'ballet was
! Sehool Operatic Society for “The

oma’” (winners of the -trophy
for best all-round performance)::
i"“No -major. faults.in production.
Outstandingly good dancing. = A
completely team effort.” e
waun - cae - Gurwen,  Wales
(The White Horse Inn): “Splen-
Gid singing but came down-'in

'marks on ftheir production.
Some mis-casting "
Dundalk. ~ Musical Society

jed tremendous. promise in the
... There were a’ lot of
opportunities lcst and there were

(Waterford):
“Some very good casting. —‘The
; more-or-less impos-
Isible to see. Lack of pep and
lost opportunities gave them less
imarks than they might have had
,otherwise.” )
i  Imokilly Choral Society, Co.
Cork (“The Desert Song"): “An
absolutelv wrong choice.  You
cannot put on a show of the size
and spectacle of The Desert Song
and do- it so little justice 'as it
was given here, cutting oiit whale
marching songs, efc. I cannot
icondone what, if pursued to its
logic=l eonclusion, could amount,
to wholesale slaughter. If only
companies would ihink. of what

¢ La Salle

.tthey can cast without this eter-].

nal eve on the. box office which
1was never as bad as it is at the
ipresent day.. The :.Producer
‘plaved one of the leading parts.
{ This is entirely fatal. You can-
not do justice:to ‘both.”

}  Carmarthen Amateur Cperatic
Society, Wales, ("“Maritza")
{“Performance suffered fr-m slow
ipace and_a- good deal of inaudi-
‘bility ‘and the fact it was -un-
‘familiar “to the audience may
have made it a little difficuls -to
understand. I do not think the

chorus were enjoving themselves -
They looked rather.

very much,
; glum.”

In an over-all summing-up,

-sdrt.,:_'of-*audxence.'._ "I h

‘Ishone” more “than “the : women. |;

all>the, com

HED Jprevails
ing’ thought- had been universally !
good. "As’a whole,"the. ‘men had |
She -thought’ ‘next’ ‘year -they!:
should take: greater care of :their
productions -"from ‘ the"interpret-
ation of.the:work:point 'of: view.

“ADMIRABLE. EXAMPLE - -
. .In:the coulse of his-address, Mr,
Brendan : O'Regan. :(Bord . Failte
Chairman)- : said :-that, with : the

T3 L e vy

tourist season 'dré.wmni‘tp a-close |;
it.'was_good to be' able “to. report.|.
that’ the- “new, ‘look”  -Tostal * had’

RUES

had ‘a Very.conslderable success in
its:first -year.. By -thejr activities, |
many “centres 'had enabled ‘Bord [
Failte - to, publicise overseas an.at-
tractive "and “realistic . programme ||
for “Ireland 'of  the Pestivals.” ‘'it'|
was-pléasant 1o’ have’ an-opportun-
ity of sayine so at the conclusion
of --the -International -Light - Opera
Festival in Waterford. :
" “Your. :Festival.”: said - 'Mr.
0’R2gan.- “is an admirabla “ex-
;ample of what

decided. last-year. -Firs |
‘based on- material ‘to. be foun
‘abundantly :in  Waterford —'a:
strong ‘musical  tradition. N
- -Secondly, the organisers’set out |-
delibérately .. to  ‘attract.  visitors |:
from-a, specified. area. They con-
centrated on. Wales, their nearest ).
and:readiest’ oversepas market, and.
furthermore, & land where music
is very_much a Hving tradition.
WISE- PLANNING. HARD WORIC(,
Continuing, Mr. ORegan sald
the organisers.of -the Festival re-
presented an ideal cross-section of
Waterford Ilife. ‘They /in - Bor
Fallte were iullfa.naware of the
months of wise % ning and real
hard work which brought about
thelr success. 'They did not set
themselves an easy Jjob, and
It took_ both courage and de-
termination to persevere with
‘their original intention of add-
ing somcthing new and valuable
to the cultural life of Ireland.
PRAISE

So many people had had an
active hand 'in bringing the
Festival about that it would bs
quite Impossible, said Bord Failte
Chairmen, “to “menti them In-
cividually, He thought. however,
it should be said there that night
that it was the brain-child of two
men: Collr. Willlam <Carroll, its
Chairman and Mr. Joseph O’Regan
its Assistant Director. “I am
sure,”” he added, “that these
gentlemen. together with = their
many colleagues in the various
committees and sub-committees,
would ‘like me to pay tribute also
to the work and leadership of
Mr. George Goodfellow, the Fes-
tival Divector.”

. NKS
Mr. ORegan also thanked the
competitors whose performances,:
he said, set the seal on the organ-
isers' labours, and those who came
to gee the programime in “this new
Festival City of Waterford.” Tt
was especially good to learn that
their visitors from Wales -intend- |
ed to come back again ‘and to tell
their friends meanwhile about the
holiday attractions of this region
of Ireland, -

: ‘EXPERIMENT

Having remarked that a first
frstival was always something of
an experiment and -that, judging
irom the highly satisfactory re-
sorts, the Waterford effort had |
been a highly gratifying one. Mr,

~ (Continued on Page Thirteen)
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‘FINAL NIGHT OF WATERFORD
FESTIVAL

(Continued from page 8)
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O'Rzman gave the ossrace in
regard to future Bord Fallte sup-
nort set out in one of the open-
ing paragraphs of this report.
TELLING THE WORLD

He went on:

“Although ihis season’s visitors
are still ilocking in the time has
come alrcady to -begin actively
planniny An Tostal 1960. Bord
Fail earnestly hopes to have
compnlete information on next
Jlyzar's projects before the end of
.i November.

o
- “The efforts which will b2

made throughout the country
will not be successful in their
main purpose of bringinz more
visitor: to lIraland unless we
can, at the earliest possible date
tell the travel trads and the
general public akrosd what
'lfl't‘ala'nﬂ of the Festivals’ has to
offer,
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ey

' “Anvone who studies the adver-
‘Itlsements in British, American
“‘and foreign publications will real.
" fze that other countries aispiay

their tourist wares in late autumn

'{in crder fo attract visiters the
following summer. We can ' Mr.
O'Regan concluded, “‘compete

with these countries on the open
market, but only If we go_ out
after tourist business as early as
they do.”
H PRIZES PRESENTED
! Before he presented the prizes
|to those present on the stace to
ireceive them the Mayor and Pre-
sident of the Festival Council
(ald, R. Jones) praised highly the
members of the Comn:il and var-
ious commitiees, who. he =a'd
‘had done so much Jor Wa
jand thanks_ to whose untirinz
(efforts, the Festival
such a hug: success.
ed a cordial welcome to
Brendan. O'Regan, and Mr.
CVGornman. Princiial Officer.
Tostal Section of Board Fallte.
The great help they had re-
ceived from Bord Fallte in the
carrying throuech of the Fastival
was acknowledged by Mr. George
Goodfellow and <Collr. 'W. Carroll,
both of whom also thanked sin-
cerely the competitors, audience,
adjudicator and all others who
had assisted the Cruncil’s efforts,
“WONDERFUL TIME”
j Replying on behalf of the visit-
|ing groups, the Mayor of Tred»-
igar, Colir. T, H. Tuffin. sald the
company with which he was as-
.isociated did not come to Water-
iford for the sole purpose of win-
lni_ng. They came on a holiday

had proved
He extend-
Mr.
T,
An

e ’
terford, ;

and to endeavour to eive the
veople a good night's entertain-
ment. “We and the other Welsh
visitors have had a wonderful
time and we will never forget the
hospitalite  of the people of
Waterford.”” he added. He then
ronveved to the Mavar ,Cornovat-

ion and cltizens of Waterford, the
heo<t  wishes of the pecople of
Tredegar.

.

the right
people
in the
right
places ...
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