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High on a hill…The Bilberry Goats, from left, Jucky, Scol,
Brenda, Davy and Tony.

“It’s a long walk to the Munster afterwards…”

WATERFORD Variety Theatre 
Club and prod ucers Michael 
Grant and Padraig O’Griof a 
will present the irreve rent, som e-
migh t-say dow nrigh t brazen, but 
always  hilariou s Bilberry Goat s 
Com edy Team live  at Garter 
Lane on  3r d to 5t h Octob er. 

This is a new ve nture for  the 
Variety Theatre Club that will 
feature som e of  the Bilberry 
Goat s’ best sketches in a nigh t 
of  ‘manic’ activi ty. The ‘Goat s’ 
are led and directed by com edy 
script writer Ton y Cor cor an, who 
is ably assisted by Davy Sutton , 
Brian Col lins, Brenda Cor cor an 
Giles and Scol  Grant.

They spok e to us abou t life, 
com edy and how  the Bilberry 
Goat s got  their name…

Main script writer and com edy 
director  Ton y Cor cor an is the 
secon d eldest son  of  lege nd-
ary theatre prod ucer Denny 
Cor cor an. 

“I was reared through the heyday 
of John Player Tops in a house 
where even having dinner became 
the raw material for a sketch. My 
Dad was always writing sketches 
and performing in the Theatre 
Royal so I guess I just picked it up 
from him. 

“My best theatre memories are 
the Tops days and my own involve-
ment in the ‘Silent Mikes’ with 
my brother Paul and the late, great 
Eddie Coady.

“I have written a lot of sketches 
over the years without ever really 
knowing what way they would turn 
out but, since I teamed up with the 
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nite characters in mind. Always 
knowing that whatever I wrote, 
they would add something that I or 
even God himself would not have 
thought of.

“Staging a show in Garter Lane 
is new for us…i t might even be 
a little posh…but  it is challeng-
ing and exciting. We are trying 
new things in how we present 

the sketches. We have a big team 
assembled: besides the Goats, we 
have the great Brian Power, the 
infamous Dee Lanigan, the fan-
tastic Hazel Tebay, the wonder-
ful Jamie Murphy, the astounding 
David Hennessy along with a few 
new friends in Jamie Nagle, Julie 
Power and Megan de Courcey. All 
of them are joining in the madness 
of the whole Bilberry Goats Live at 
Garter Lane journey…..i t will be 
some craic.

“The name Bilberry Goats? I 
don’t know, you would have to ask 
Scol about that one.

Davy Sutton  hails from  ‘the 
best part of  Waterfor d, the 
capital of  the city, McDon agh  
Road ’.  Acros s the road  resides 
the ‘superbly handsom e’ Brian 
Col lins (som etimes know n to his 
mot her as Ju cky) . 

“I’ve lived there most of my 
life. I’m married to Annette (Scol’s 
sister) and have one son ‘Sutts’, 

who is the outstanding hurler of our 
house (Annette wouldn’t be known 
for her hurling skills).

Davy spent twenty- three ye ars 
in the Waterfor d Panto befor e 
retiring ‘to gi ve  Ton y and Scol  a 
break’.

“I loved every minute of it. I still 
meet people today - adults now- 
who remember me as Buttons or 
some crazy panto character from 
their childhood. I look at comedy 
as everyday life, how someone 
speaks and their reactions to things. 
How they get mad, sad, glad, it just 
clicks with me. I think that is what 
I bring to a sketch, mannerisms that 
you did not immediately notice but 
when you see me doing them you 
say ‘oh yeah, that’s it’.

Not  intimidated by the pros -
pect of  the Goat s taking ove r 
Garter Lane for  three nigh ts, 
Davy for esees on ly on e major  
impediment. 

“It’s a long walk to the Munster 
afterwards…”

“And the name Bilberry Goats, 
you’ll have to ask Scol about that!”

Brian Col lins has been better 
QDPHG�DV�-XFN\�VLQFH�KH�ZDV�¿�YH�
ye ars ol d.

“It means sound, good looking, 
handsome as Brad, generous to 
a fault and modest, it’s in the 
dictionary!

The son  of  Richie and Madge  
(‘the Queen of  McDon agh  
Road ’), Ju cky’ s lineage  is also 
clos ely linked to theatre in Water-
for d– p os sibly a l ittle too c los ely!

“My Dad was always in shows 
and on stage. Actually Richie and 
Madge met during a De La Salle 
Musical. I hope I wasn’t conceived 
at the break. I have two brothers, 
Ray and Archie, both well-known 
in theatre circles. They are both 
the proud owners of Tops trophies 
the size of match boxes. I have one 

sister, Helen, who is married to Jim 
somebody or other?

“Comedy… life is comedy. 
If I didn’t see life as an absurd 
set of circumstances that carries 
you along, I would probably be 
a boring, middle-aged handsome 
fool….I ’m not that am I?

“We have great craic with the 
sketches, we work hard. There 
are times when we go slightly off 
the script and say something or 
do something that sets some of 
the other lads off. The producer 
would say control it lads, but what 
would he know….s orry will this be 
printed?”

Ju cky con siders himself a 
ve teran of  the boar ds at Garter 
Lane!

“Now I hope this will be printed 
in bold letters. Yes I have  playe d 
Garter Lane befor e, in the world 
premiere of ‘The Glass’ the world 
premiere of ‘Lar Power’ and the 
brilliant ‘Stags and Hens’, not 

Michelle Clancy reports
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like some of those other sunshine 
actors…

“And the Bilberry Goats name, 
let me think now, you will have to 
ask Scol about that.”

Brenda Cor cor an Giles must 
surely hol d a recor d in Waterfor d 
panto – she’s been in the show  for  
thirty ye ars, withou t a break! 
The eldest daugh ter of  Denny 
and sister to Ton y, above , she has 
also been invol ve d in seve ral Top s 
and ot her prod uction s. 

“Comedy to me is a tonic, I love 
to laugh, I love to share it with 
friends and without it life would be 
such a bore, wouldn’t it? My Dad 
wrote as many sketches as his hero 
Groucho Marx so all my life I have 
been exposed to looking askew at 
the so-called normal things in life. 

Tony is following my Dad’s foot-
steps but without the Tops stage to 
show his talent. I am delighted that 
we can display his gift for comedy 
in Garter Lane. Myself and Hazel 
are the only females in this troupe 
so we have to make sure these boys 
do not have it all their own way.

“We are all really looking 
forward to Garter Lane as it is a 
brand new experience for a comedy 
/ variety type show. The emphasis 
is heavily on comedy but we have 
some great songs as well to relax 
the night a bit. I have performed in 
Garter Lane before but never in a 
VKRZ�WKDW�ZLOO�µÀRZ�ZKHUH�\RX�JR¶��
like this one.

“That Scol Grant called the Bil-
berry Goats… Goats …now  I ask 
you. It would take a man.”

 

Finally, savi ng the best for  last 
(or  so he says ), Scol  Grant is a 
native  of  St Joh n’s Park, “t he real 
capital” and currently resides in 
Avon dale with his wife Brinan. 
The cou ple have  two daugh ters, a 
son  and two gr andchildren.

“I have been involved in the 
SDQWR� RII� DQG� RQ� IRU�¿IWHHQ� \HDUV��
Before that I was in the Clover, 
Nokia, Rayban and Crystal Tops 
shows. These shows were produced 
by my brother Michael but that had 
nothing to do with why I was the 
lead in all of them.

“I love comedy. My Dad Teddy 
used to have us in the stitches when 
we were growing up. My Mother 
Biddy loved every sitcom that came 
on the telly, Lucy Ball, Sergeant 
Bilko, Get Smart, Mr Magoo, so I 
guess I always looked at the funny 

side of life. 
“Of course when we started in 

Tops years ago we were the new 
kids on the block and we were pro-
pelled onto the big stage, taking on 
the big guns like Denny, Bula, Leo, 
Eddie, Richie. It was sink or swim 
for us.”

“The sketches in this show are 
really great and they depict a lovely 
sense of madness about everyday 
things. The thing about this show 
is that it is the music that calms it 
down to catch your breath. Actually 
I have played Garter Lane before in 
the Glass (I betcha Jucky called it 
the World premiere, didn’t he?)”

And the question  you ’ve  all 
been waiting for  – why the ‘Bil-
berry G oat s’?

“The Bilberry Goats, well my 

Dad worked in the Foundry as did 
Tony’s Dad, Denny. All our lives 
we heard our fathers talking about 
Bilberry rock where the Foundry 
used to be. The characters that 
worked up there were legendary to 
us, so ‘Bilberry’ had a head start for 
any name we were likely to come 
up with. Our heroes Monty Python 
had a snake in their title that gave it 
great strength but still held a sense 
of fun. So it wasn’t a huge leap in 
our imagination to capture what 
Bilberry was also famous for, it’s 
herd of Goats. Hence we are the 
Bilberry Goats Comedy Team.”

* The Bilbe rry Goats will be  live 
in Garter Lane on 3r d, 4t h and 5t h 
Octobe r. Ticke ts now on sale.

The Bilberry Goats ‘go posh’ next month, with a new show 
in Garter Lane on 3rd to 5th October. Hilarity will ensue….


